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Learning outcomes

Knowledge
Students will gain knowledge regarding theories of emotions, both from a theoretical and a historical-philosophical perspective.

Assessment criteria of knowledge
Active participation in the seminar will be considered important for the assessment of knowledge. Furthermore, students will give oral
presentations during the course and will take a final oral exam.

Skills
The student will be able to make a presentation using paper, ipad handouts or powerpoints and engaging their peers in discussion.

Assessment criteria of skills
The student will be expected to prepare and present an oral report presenting the results of the research activity

Behaviors
The student will be able to handle collaborative responsibilities in a research team

Assessment criteria of behaviors
Individual and group presentations will be evaluated not only for the ability to clearly and competently present the topics, but also for the ability
to coordinate with peers in the presentation and to engage students in discussion.

Prerequisites
Basic philosophical knowledge; being able to read philosophical texts in English

Teaching methods

Ample use will be made of the course's Teams or moodle platform (e.g.: downloading teaching materials, teacher-student communications,
publishing handouts prior to oral presentations, forming work groups, etc.)

Interaction between student and teacher: meetings in person and electronic mail

Syllabus

T

In this course we will address the relationship between narrative identity, emotions, and existential feelings. In the first part of the course we will
deal with some classical conceptions of emotions which identify emotions as occurring events. We will focus on the centrality that different
philosophers attribute to bodily feeling, judgment, intentionality, evaluation, and the motivation to act. In this context we will distinguish emotions
from moods and feelings.

We will then examine Goldie's thesis that emotions should not be interpreted as occurring events, but rather as processes. We will then examine
the argument set forth by Griffith and Scarantino (Emotions in the Wild, 2005), who see emotions as interactions with the world that can be read
from both synchronic and diachronic perspectives. This discussion will lay the ground for the question of the relationship between narrative
identity and emotional processes (Goldie, The Mess Inside, 2012).
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In order to clarify the relationship between emotion as a process, existential feelings and narrative identity, we will turn to the analysis of
emotions that entail a reassessment of one’s identity with respect to the past or the future - particularly mourning, regret, hope, and we will
consider in this light inter-generational emotions.

Bibliography

Since this will be, for all intents and purposes, a seminar involving student presentations, topics and texts may vary depending on the size and
specific interests of the group.
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Non-attending students info

Since this is a seminar, attendance and active participation in class is considered essential. Those who cannot attend this course may contact
the Professor to arrange for a 10-page written report (to which will be added an oral examination on two articles or two chapters chosen from
those in the bibliography).

Assessment methods

Students will be expected to engage in an oral presentation (individually or in groups) on texts agreed upon with the instructor. They will also
have to take a final exam discussing TWO ARTICLES (OR BOOK CHAPTERS) present in the bibliography (or made available during the
semester).
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